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FINE QUALITY HANDCRAFTED SOAP & BATH PRODUCTS

BOX 82
TARA SALLIS WANHAM, ALBERTA TOH 3P0

Owner E-mail: bhbathco@telusplanet.net
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	Learn Agri-Food

	Dates and times:
	Planned Activities:
	Who should attend

and the cost?

	Wednesday, 

May 26, 2004

Arnie & Susan Meyer’s house
6:00 to 9:00 p.m.
	Learn Agri-Food Meeting

See page one for the details.

Bring your family, meat for the barbecue, something for the pot luck table and your dishes.

Between Clairmont and Sexsmith (exactly 8 miles north of downtown Grande Prairie) is the Mercer Hill (the sign says so). Go west on the Mercer Hill Road (toward Bear Lake) and drive 1 ½ miles. Look on the south for a tall brown (green roofed) house and a windsock. Turn left and you are there!
	All processors and people with interest in a Peace ag value added industry AND your families.

	Wednesday, 

June 23, 2004

7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 

Location tba 
	Learn Agri-Food Meeting  

The last meeting until September.
We will share plans for our businesses for the summer and plan what goals to report on in September. The Working Group will report on the ideas for next winter’s training. Entrepreneurs can express joy or ask for changes or additions to the winter program.

Be a fly on the wall as we practice using an advisory committee as Jerry Kitt suggested at the last meeting and as the CETAC West participants were trained. 

Learn how to barbecue lamb. Bring samples of your product for feedback on anything from packaging, labelling, flavour, aroma or mouth feel. (We don’t actually want to eat your soap, Tara!)
	All processors and people with interest in a Peace ag value added industry














Let’s party: A pot luck barbecue at 6:00 p.m. and a meeting full of laughter and fun afterward.


Barbecue: bring meat for the BBQ, your dishes, cutlery and something for the pot luck table. Meyers will supply the barbecues, coffee, tea and juice and a garbage can.


Awards night: It’s been a great year. We’re planning an informal awards ceremony. Here are the rules: if you think someone deserves an award for something – make it happen. We will recognize serious work in a fun way. I, Susan, already have a rubber chicken for Gerty Sorensen – she’s brought the most new people to our circle of Learn Agri Food meetings and training sessions. I think Earl & Paulette Langenecker have made the ‘biggest’ contracts for sales. What shall we do to acknowledge that? Elaine Stenbraaten found a way to provide the best training opportunity for five Peace entrepreneurs (CETAC West) and that will be noted. See… it’s easy.


Gerty, Earl, Paulette and Elaine – you weren’t supposed to see that.


Where’s it at? See page 2 for host location and driving directions.

















What’s in this newsletter


Pot-Luck Barbecue


The last Learn Agri-Food Meeting


May 26 is the next Learn Agri-Food Meeting (see main story)


Jerry Kitt on CETAC West


Call The Innovation Network or any of the Working Group for more information or to sign up for courses. Look up or down, in this newsletter for phone numbers.











This is a newsletter intended for the potential users of the proposed food processing development facility and those training in business and agri-food processing. 
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Learn Agri-Food News


Formerly Peace Country Agri-Food Research & Development Laboratory News





Join Us May 26 for a Family Night Barbecue and Awards Night





To sign up for courses, please call:


780-835-3959 or 1-866-835-5005 toll-free





























Charlotte Openshaw reports ‘owning’ the name Prairie Dream Organics and updated us on her requests for milk thistle – perhaps we can do a tour of her farm in August to see it growing and put on our thinking caps about harvesting – she needs an old fashioned fanning mill.


Jerry Kitt had his first year of selling all his chicken, beef and bison through the Old Strathcona Farmers’ Market. He expresses great pride in selling and wants to see the Peace flourish as an eco-bio region. 


Gail Briggs has two full years of spreadsheet information for doing an operation analysis & comparables.


Gerty Sorensen & Bruce Rutley combined ideas. Gerty likes the idea of producing a Peace meal – Bruce suggested one for the evening of the October Concept to Commerce Workshop day. Gerty says: “let’s do it”, so the May and June meetings will include planning time.


Arnie says saskatoons to Europe were stalled by the European Union. We wait for response to the application for Novel Food status.


New participants Tara Sallis and Holly Barnfield seemed to enjoy participating. 


That’s Tara Sallis on the left with a small part of her soap display.
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Jerry Kitt says: “use the wisdom of others”.

















Jerry did a very powerful (and fast) presentation on his week at CETAC West training. He brought to the group the idea of each business setting up ‘advisory boards’ for ideas, advice and help. He suggested this as training. 


Jerry also learned a new message on how businesses get started and grow: usually we put a little more (time, energy, money) into our business over and over so they grow and we gain experiences. Eventually those experiences become ‘business wisdom’. Statistics say that 80% quit or fail in the first year and 10% each after that until after 5 years only one in one hundred environmental and resource ventures are still doing business. If we gain our wisdom from the wisdom of others, then entrepreneurs could save a lot of heartache, resources and build sustainable businesses faster.


This is the common theme to the CETAC, Sirolli and Holistic management models.





Jerry’s advice for the Learn Agri-Food group and the advisors:


ideas are good – but not good enough 


tools are great – but aren’t enough either.


perhaps we can offer boards of volunteer advisors to add the wisdom component to our processing and direct marketing businesses. 





Bruce Rutley 


The Innovation Network Fairview:


835-3959 or 


1-866-835-5005


Nicole McMullan 


Alberta Economic Development, 


Grande Prairie 


538-5635


Elaine Stenbraaten 


Alberta Agriculture, Food & Rural Development 


Fairview


 835-7531


Susan Meyer 


Alberta Agriculture, Food & Rural Development 


Grande Prairie 


538-5630 


Karen Goad 


Alberta Agriculture, Food & Rural Development 


Grande Prairie 


538-5629




















The Working Group includes: Gail Briggs and Jerry Kitt, as well as:











April’s Learn Agri-Food Meeting Report











