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	Learn Agri-Food Opportunities for Training

	Dates and times:
	Planned Next Steps:
	Who should attend?

	Postponed until the fall

 
	The tour to the Food Processing Development Centre and the Marketing Course tour to outlets in Edmonton.

The participants in the Marketing Course (and maybe the instructors)
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	Introduction to Markets Tour

We visit a variety of outlets and businesses who purchase the kinds of things course participants produce.
	

	
	Tour of the Food Processing Development Centre

Look at the equipment, experience the food handling procedures, learn about the services, meet the specialists.

(Photo Right) This is how much fun we have at courses and the Agri Food Meetings.  Come to Rycroft (see below) and taste the food of business building.
	

	April  27, 2004

Rycroft: Alexander’s Restaurant (east side of Highway 2)
7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
	Learn Agri-Food Meeting

1. Presentation from Gail Briggs and Jerry Kitt on their CETAC West experiences
2. Plans for summer – what other events, training or presentations would be useful. Bring your wants.
3. Update on recent developments
	All processors and people with interest in a Peace Ag Value Added Industry

$ No cost! See you there!

	April 29, 2004

Grande Prairie

Time: 5:00 PM 
Location: To be confirmed
	Grande Prairie and District Chamber of Commerce - Spring Expo Mixer 
 This is what they say about this event: “Join us for the annual Spring Expo Mixer as we feature tabletop displays of member products and services.”

The Peace Value Added Food & Agriculture Association is a member. How about we create a table of order forms and taste samples? Let’s show them our wares. 
	Bring your promotional materials to the Learn Agri-Food Meeting described in the row above.













“the Working Group” is what the various agency and industry representatives –working to bring to the Peace Region the facilities and services needed to help food entrepreneurs process and market their products – call themselves.  You can find their names at the bottom of this newsletter.


Here’s a quote from our latest ‘media release’:


“A new approach” is how Bruce Rutley, Executive Director of The Innovation Network describes recent changes in the agri-food industry.  Efforts to develop a one-stop food processing facility in the Peace Country are taking a different turn.  “We could not resolve the expense of operation and the disadvantages of a centralized facility,” said Rutley.


“While feasible, and while agri-food processors said they could afford to pay operating costs, we still hadn’t identified someone to pay for the building, the equipment or to staff the facility,” continued Rutley.  “In addition, there was such a range of interest that it made it very hard to focus on what to include and what to omit.  We also discovered that the agri-food processors needed help in business management and identifying their markets before they would be ready to use the facility,” Rutley said.  (continued in sidebar left)

















This is a newsletter intended for users of potential regional food processing development facilities and those training in business and agri-food processing.





What’s in this newsletter?


What’s Learn Agri-Food?


What’s the Project?


Upcoming Events








Call The Innovation Network or any of the Working Group for more information or to sign up for courses. See the bottom of page 2 for contact information.
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And What’s the Peace Value Added Project and Working Group?





To sign up for courses, please call:


780-835-3959 or 1-866-835-5005 toll-free


Mail to Box 159 Fairview AB T0H 1L0





 “This new focus will certainly encourage the individual processor to be clear about what they want to do and how to proceed” states Jerry Kitt, First Nature Farms, at Goodfare.  “I can speak from personal experience.  When starting a new agricultural venture, you cannot afford to make too many mistakes, especially ones that could have been prevented with some key training and some key advice.  While the new developments for the agri-food industry are not what some folks in the region wanted to hear, it may be the best course in the long run,” he concluded.  























The Working Group includes: Gail Briggs and Jerry Kitt, as well as:
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News Flash:  If there is anyone who is, or is interested in, picking or collecting, and drying, Balsam Poplar (Populus Balsam Eifera) buds or Caribou Lichen (Claudina - Rangifera or Stellaris) then contact  Corey Keith, Keith & Associates (Tel:  403 257 8382 or e-mail - � HYPERLINK "mailto:ckeith900@hotmail.com" �ckeith900@hotmail.com�) as knows someone interested in sourcing this material.� 
































































































































































































































This is instructor Joan Hohenstein with Linda Prudholme & Jerry Kitt











Just What Is? … Learn Agri-Food





Bruce Rutley 


The Innovation Network Fairview:


835-3959 or 


1-866-835-5005


Nicole McMullan 


Alberta Economic Development, 


Grande Prairie 


538-5635


Elaine Stenbraaten 


Alberta Agriculture, Food & Rural Development 


Fairview


 835-7531


Susan Meyer 


Alberta Agriculture, Food & Rural Development 


Grande Prairie 


538-5630 


Karen Goad 


Alberta Agriculture, Food & Rural Development 


Grande Prairie 


538-5629
































Excited small-scale entrepreneurs in the Peace Region have been meeting monthly for the purpose of:


networking – sharing their experiences, ideas, and contacts


a bit of education at the meetings 


sharing conversation over beverage and snacks – often including the food products someone is getting to market – we taste and feedback our thoughts on their food. 


Join us at the next meeting in Rycroft on Tuesday, April 27, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. at Alexander’s on the east side of the highway.
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