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Learn Agri-Food
Network Meetings:

Tuesday, February 12,
2008

In the South Peace: 1:15
to 3:15 p.m. Join us at
the meeting room in
Alberta Agriculture in the
Grande Prairie Provincial
Building (main floor,
west end room 1201).

In the North Peace: 1:15
to 3:15 p.m. Meet at
Alexander’s Restaurant
in Rycroft. Join us in the
restaurant for lunch at
noon if you can.

The "Food Distribution
in the Peace" project
attracted 14 producer
and customer
participants. Colette
Zich, owner and chef at
Rick's Place on the
main floor of 214 Place
paid the dues and
signed up because she
likes to buy local. "If |
can help farmers find a
way to get me product
in the amounts | need
and delivered in a
timely manner, I'm in,"
she says.

To start the ball rolling
the group met to share
some part of their
business plans with

one another and with
consultant Brian
Dumsday. Then Brian
spent a week touring
the Peace from St.
Isidore to High Prairie
and Wembley to Bay
Tree. He interviewed
each participant to
obtain a picture of their
distribution needs.

What's Next? Over the
next few weeks the
group will receive a
report outlining several
workable distribution
options. They’ll then
meet to mull over the
possibilities and chose
a distribution solution
to test pilot.

Food Distribution in the
Peace is a joint project
of the Peace Value
Added Food and Ag
Association, PREDA,
the Learn Agri-Food
Network. It was
funded through the
Renewal Chapter of
the Agricultural Policy
Framework, a federal-
provincial-territorial
initiative that aims to
make Canada the
leader in food safety,
innovation and
environmentally
responsible agriculture
production.

Brian Dumsday
meeting with Colette
Zich, Rick’s Place
regarding the
Distribution Project.



Did You Know?...

Alberta Agriculture &
Food in Grande Prairie
has a great little
resource library of
books on agriculture,
diversification, ag
marketing, rural
tourism and more.
Come in to browse, sit
and read or sign one
out and take home.

Market Success

Christmas markets in
the Peace were a great
success, but no one is
resting on their laurels.
As you read this,
markets are being
planned for the spring
season and vendors
are busy working on
display and product
ideas.

Conrad Lindblom took
the plunge and joined
the Grande Prairie
Downtown Farmers’
Market with his goat
meat. He says the
response has been
great and,

unexpectedly, not just
from the ethnic market.
He started selling
mostly quarters but
stew meat and
other cuts are
being snapped
up, too. With a
chest freezer, a
small sign and a
welcoming smile
Conrad is a nice
addition to the )
market. Listening ‘
to his customers,
Conrad now has
hand outs with
goat nutrition
information and
posters.

Conrad Lindblom

Great People = Growing Profit$

Alberta’s ag industry is being squeezed by market

competition, increasing taxes, fuel, land and distribution

costs, changes in regulations and rising customer

expectations. This half day results-oriented workshop will

provide creative, practical, proven, low cost solutions you can use to find and
keep great people. You'll leave with a toolkit of templates that will provide
immediate bottom line results.

Attend Great People = Growing Profit$ to:

e Determine your real cost of employee turnover.

Increase profits using HR as a Profit Centre model.

Explore methods to attract great people.

Discover low cost/high impact methods to motivate staff.

Participate in “Coach’s Corner” - dedicated time to answer your labour
questions.

Date: February 26, 2008 (register by February 15)
Workshop: 10:00 am-3:30 pm in Grande Prairie
Fee: $40.00 per participant (includes lunch)

Call Sherry or Mavis at 780-538-6208 for more information. To register
complete and return the enclosed flyer.
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Help Reduce Food Kilometres

Consumers want to
reduce food miles/km
by buying locally
grown food and drink.
The trend is growing.
Keith Stoltz created a
website called
www.foodkm.com to
help consumers find
local products.
Consumer enter their
postal codes and the
closest farms or
businesses are listed.

You can help Keith
build the database. It
is FREE! Be the first
business in your area
to be listed. Keith
wants the website

signup
’Hel’ fillho
FoodIMiles)
YROCTKNIS
e
help. We are

www.foodkm.com to be

the leading search
engine consumers use
to find locally grown
food and drink. So

2008 North American Farmers’

Direct Marketing Convention

Pre-Conference Bus Tour: Feb. 15-17, 2008
Pre-Conference Workshops: Feb. 18, 2008
Conference & Trade Show: Feb. 19-20, 2008

Brought to you by the North American Farmers’ Direct

Marketing Association (NAFDMA)

The North American
Farmers’ Direct
Marketing Convention
comprises the annual
bus tour, workshops,
conference and trade
show of the North
American Farmers’
Direct Marketing
Association
(NAFDMA).

The convention rotates
to a different location
each year. In 2008, it
merges with the

Wisconsin Fruit and

Vegetable Conference.

The three-day trade
show, conference and
workshops will be held
at the Kalahari
Waterpark Resort
Convention Center in
Wisconsin Dells, Wis.,

from Feb. 18-20, 2008.

The North American
Farmers' Direct
Marketing Association
is the leading farm
direct marketing

Welcome to FoodKM.com and FoodMiles.us L

SEARCH FOR LOCAL FARMS, FARM MARKETS, FARMER'S
MARKETS, BAKERS, BUTCHERS, WINERIES, Al
PLACES AND EVENTS AND RESTAURANTS WI'

sign up today! Thank
you from Keith Stoltz.

-‘10“1’ H A M FR Ic‘;;‘

FARMERS'
DIRECT. MARKETING

AR S OO ATION

association in the
world.

Find out more about
the conference and the
North American
Farmers’ Direct
Marketing Association
at www.nafdma.com.
For more information
call: 1-888-884-9270.

The Alberta
Farmers’
Market
Association
presents:

How to Become a
Vendor at a
Farmers’ Market.
Attend this
introductory
session to learn
about being a
vendor and the
steps you need to
take to expand your
business. No cost.
Thursday, February
21st from 12 noon
to1 pm.

Province-wide
participation via
video conference.

Vending at
Farmers’ Markets-
Things to
Consider. Attend
this session to learn
the NEXT steps to
become a vendor.
Cost: $35.
Wednesday, March
5th from 1 pm to 4
pm.

Province-wide
participation via
video conference.

For more
information on
either of these
sessions call
1-800-272-9675 or
visit:
www.elcnetwork.ca
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For Peace Region agricultural
entrepreneurs.

Learn Agri-Food Network Team
includes: Gail Briggs and Jerry Kitt,
as well as:

Alberta Agriculture & Food
Elaine Stenbraaten
Fairview

835-7531

Karen Goad

Grande Prairie

538-5629

Cindy Cuthbert

Grande Prairie

538-5287

Sherry Smith
Layout/Design

Grande Prairie

538-6208

Susan Meyer

Publisher

Grande Prairie

538-5630

Fax: 538-5288
susan.meyer@gov.ab.ca
Nicole McMullan
PREDA

538-5635

Gary Christopherson
Consultant, Grimshaw
338-2000

Send submissions to Sherry.

For toll free calling of all government
staff dial 310-0000 first.

The Learn Agri-Food Network Team
helps agri-preneurs build profitable
businesses to grow their industries.
Members look at business issues and
apply them to the larger industry by
supplying knowledge and
information, reducing business
development barriers and
identifying resources.

We help reduce the tuition in the
school of hard knocks.

We’re on the web:

www.peacecountrycanada.com

Look for Culture of Innovation
and then Learn Agri-Food

Canada
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Learn Agri-Food Events

Tuesday, February 12 | Learn Agri-Food Meeting. See page 1 for details.

Tuesday, February 26 | Great People=Great Profit$. See enclosed flyer.

Grande Prairie

Tuesday, March 18

Grande Prairie

Innovative Marketing Made Easy. See enclosed flyer.

Innovative Marketing Made Easy!

Market like a pro. Get the results you need without spending a fortune.
Learn valuable and practical marketing and business concepts geared to
increase your business immediately. Register today for this 1 day
workshop. When you register include samples of your marketing materials and
indicate three things you would like addressed so Lori can customize her
content to your needs.

Lori Colborne—Workshop Leader

“If all you did was focus on your business image, it would change your bottom
line,” says Lori Colborne president of LSL Marketing Consultants. An
international keynote speaker, trainer and author, Lori inspires, motivates,
educates and entertains. You'll leave the session with an arsenal of marketing
tools that will have an immediate impact on your business. Check Lori out at
LoriColborne.com.

Attend Innovative Marketing and learn to:
o Define your competitive edge.

o Know your target market.

e Enhance your image.

o Build credibility.

e Maximize the impact of you publicity.

o Create a celebration that draws a crowd.

Lori Colborne

Date: March 18, 2008 (register by March 4)

Workshop: 9:30 am-3:30 pm in Grande Prairie

Fee: $30.00 per participant (includes lunch and receive one copy of Innovative
Marketing on a Limited Budget per business.)

Call Sherry or Mavis at 780-538-6208 for more information. To register
complete and return the enclosed flyer.

The Agricultural Policy Framework (APF)
A FEDERAL-PROVINCIAL-TERRITORIAL INITIATIVE

Alberta
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