
She did very well at the farmers market in Dawson 
Creek as well as at retail outlets such as gift and 
grocery stores. 
 
Barb Barrs is planning her open house for 
December 8th, the same day as the Rycroft 
Farmers’ Christmas market.  Customers like to stop 
at her place and then go on to the Christmas 
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Learn Agri-Food Network News 
It’s a busy time of year for businesses producing 
product for Christmas sales.  

The October Rycroft meeting brought together 
preserves, cosmetics, pottery and a connection to 
art and youth. Conversation last Tuesday ranged 
from production and labour issues, marketing via 
the internet and Christmas craft sales in the region. 
At Teepee Creek, pricing, packaging and knowing 
what the customer needs, wants and will buy were 
the primary topics.  
 
Joan Parkinson of Eureka Soaps, talked about 
issues with packaging, labelling and shared sources 
for supplies. She commented, “printers always 
make mistakes so you need to go over the material 
with a fine-toothed comb to find them all.” 
Information sharing on printing, shipping methods 
and costs seemed to be the most valuable to 
everyone.  
 
As the conversation progressed from topic to topic, 
Gail Briggs shared her experience with employees  
and labour. Sorting time and energy priorities for the 
best ‘bang for the buck’ is essential. Gail says, “I’ve 
focused my energy on a smaller number of products 
using heritage berries.”   

It’s free and everyone is welcome 
Learn Agri-Food Network meeting: 

Tuesday, November 13, 2007 
 
In the South Peace: 1:15 to 3:15 p.m.  Join us at 
the meeting room in Alberta Agriculture in the 
Grande Prairie Provincial Building (main floor, west 
end room 1201). 
 
In the North Peace:  1:15 to 3:15 p.m. 
Meet at Alexander’s Restaurant in Rycroft.  Join us 
in the restaurant for lunch at noon if you can.  
 
The next Learn Agri-Food Network meeting will be 
on Tuesday, December 11.  Look for location 
details in the Nov/Dec Newsletter. 

Continued on Page 2 

Ada Lovmo, Gail Briggs, Barb Barrs, and Joan 
Parkinson discuss business over coffee at Rycroft. 

Joan Parkinson, Barb Barrs, Ada Lovmo, 
Gail Briggs look over Eureka Soaps catalogue. 



Continued from Page 1 
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Carol Mayer, Fur Baby Boutique from Beaverlodge 
is a new ‘member’ to the network. She asked for 
connection to media and promotional information. 
Carol Mayer says she’ll be at the Grande Prairie 
Christmas markets with her products. “I’ve written 
children’s stories for years, but only recently tried 
publishing after a friend had a bout of cancer and 
told me I needed to follow my dreams. I then 
recorded one on my computer. Kids loved it so I 
wrote more.” Check out her website for dog 
sweaters and children’s stories on cd: 
www.furbabyboutique.com 

 

market. They’ll love making a day out of it.  At the last 
meeting Barb discussed juggling an overload of 
commitments from a Victoria, BC pottery course she 
took this summer. A show (and sale) in Chicago is the 
culmination of the training session and “I’m also trying 
to produce product for the Christmas sales in the 
region. 
 
Ada Lovmo, of Hines Creek area, introduced herself 
at the October meeting and talked about her 
involvement with the Youth Enhancement Society, or 
YES… an acronynm that says something!  Which is 
involved in stimulating Arts in young people. There is 
a lack of “hands on” opportunities for kids. She has 
worked to develop programs in art and music that let 
kids try them at their own level and see where their 
interests lie.  Funding from Family & Community 
Support Services (FCSS) helps kids get involved, 
these workshops are free for kids. 

Teresa Romney and Gerty Sorenson; silly or 
serious packaging and labels are always important. 

Estate Planning Workshop 
 
Dunvegan Motor Inn, Fairview 
November 14, 2007 
The Estate Planning Course is intended to help 
you and your family get together to start 
discussing details of estate planning.  Please 
register before November 4. 
Phone:  780-532-4790 Farm Credit Canada 
Website:  www.fcc-fac.ca/en/learningcentre/
index.asp  

Sources and Promotions ideas shared: 
 
Gail recommended this 
website for translations to 
French. http://www.bable.com/ 
 
Breeta Sales is a shrink wrap supplier in 
Vancouver. 
 
Joan suggested people look at catalogue 
listings for wholesale sales. They have a 
couple of their products listed in the Images of 
Canada catalogue. Catalogue sales require 
planning. 

Ideas!!! 
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Farm Wife Wanted!!!  
Qualifications:  
∗ multi-skilled (Jill-of-all-trades)  
∗ strong and healthy  
∗ cooperative and agreeable  
∗ adaptable to any adverse 

situation  
∗ ESP and go-fer abilities  
∗ excellent book balancing 

skills  
∗ looks like fashion queen in 

blue jeans and gum boots  
∗ cooks like mother under 

any circumstances  
∗ full-time mom, hired hand, 

loving wife, vet,  fencer, 
mechanic, truck driver, 
seamstress, housekeeper 
etc.  

∗ loves working without help but loves helping 
others  

∗ enjoys the outdoors in any weather – any time  
∗ angel by day – devil by night 

If this ad applies to you then plan to attend the 
30th Annual 

Farm Women’s Conference 
November 15th & 16th, 2007 

at the Grande Prairie Inn 
 

All farm women and non-farm women welcome! 
Pick up registrations at the following offices: 

Alberta Agriculture – call Cindy toll free at 310-0000, then 
780-538-5287 

By calling Melinda Trudel at 780-494-2627 
At your local municipal district office 

At your local AFFC office 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE:  NOVEMBER 5, 2007 

Christmas Markets 
 
November 2 & 3 - Peace River, Al Adair Rec 
Centre from 4-9pm Friday and 10am-4pm 
Saturday. Iris Tominuk at 624-3412. 
November 10th- Hines Creek Arts & Crafts, Dave 
Shaw Memorial Complex from 11am-4pm.  Lucille 
Polokoshko at 494-2287. 
November 16 & 17 - Spirit River Christmas from 
5-9pm Friday and 10am-4pm Saturday. Doreen 
Solli at 864-3554 evenings. 
November 27 & December 4 -  Beaverlodge 
Farmers Market 5-8pm. 354-8462. 
November 22 -  Bear Canyon Craft Sale, 2-8pm. 
Karen Jensen at 595-2153. 
November 23 & December 8th  -  Manning Ag 
Hall, 11am-7pm. Ralph Lewis at 836-4732. 
November 28 & December 5th - Beaverlodge 
Farmers Market, Noon-3pm, 354-8462. 
November 29, 30th & December 1st  - Grande 
Prairie Farmers Market Christmas Sale at The 
Crystal Centre, 12-9pm Thursday, 12-9pm Friday 
& 10-6pm Saturday.  Laurie Helms at 814-8224. 
December 7 & 8th - Rycroft Farmers Market 
Christmas Sale, 11am-4pm. Ann Toderain at  
765-2292. 
December 8th - Berwyn Farmers Market 
Christmas Sale 10am-4pm. Stella Pimm at  
338-2285. 

Ag & Food Distribution in the Peace project is a go! 

Our small volume agri-preneurs tell us how frustrating it can be to deliver 
products to customers or receive required inputs. Shippers often can’t 
handle less than full truckloads efficiently and effectively and they don’t 
like rural deliveries or pick ups. These issues impact small processors,         
restaurants & caterers alike. You’re left with the frustrating task of finding      
alternate methods of distribution. 

Want to be part of finding an innovative solution to this common business challenge? Join the Agriculture & Agri-
Food Council, Peace River Economic Development Alliance, and the Peace Value-Added Food and Ag Associa-
tion and be part of the creative solution to our rural distribution challenge. Working with an expert in logistics and 
shipping, you’ll have the opportunity to identify workable solutions and test at least one right here in the Peace 
region. 

Interested?  Act now,,, the window of opportunity for input is closing.  Register today.  Contact Karen, Susan or 
Elaine NOW for more information. 

This innovative and 
Peace specific project 

received ACCAF 
Funding! 



For Peace Region agricultural 
entrepreneurs.  
Learn Agri-Food Network 
Team includes: Gail Briggs and 
Jerry Kitt, as well as: 
Alberta Agriculture & Food 
Elaine Stenbraaten 
Fairview 
835-7531 
Karen Goad 
Grande Prairie 
538-5629 
Cindy Cuthbert 
Grande Prairie 
538-5287 
Sherry Smith 
Layout/Design 
Grande Prairie 
538-6208 
Susan Meyer 
Publisher 
Grande Prairie 
538-5630 
Fax:  538-5288 
susan.meyer@gov.ab.ca 

Nicole McMullan 
PREDA 
538-5635 
Gary Christopherson 
Consultant, Grimshaw 
338-2000 
Send submissions to Sherry. 
 
For toll free calling of all 
government staff dial 
310-0000 first.  
 
The Learn Agri-Food Network 
Team helps agri-preneurs 
build profitable businesses to 
grow their industries.  
Members look at business 
issues and apply them to the 
larger industry by supplying 
knowledge and information, 
reducing business 
development barriers and 
identifying resources.  

 
 

We help reduce the tuition in 
the school of hard knocks. 

We’re on the web: 
www.peacecountrycanada.com 

  Look for Culture of Innovation and then Learn Agri-Food 

Learn Agri-Food Events to Attend  
Learn Agri-
Food Meeting 
Tuesday, 
November 13, 
2007 

In the South Peace: 1:15 to 3:15 p.m.   Alberta 
Agriculture’s meeting room in the Grande Prairie Provincial 
Building.   
In the North Peace:  1:15 to 3:15 p.m. Alexander’s 
Restaurant in Rycroft.  

Farm Women’s 
Conference 
November 15 & 
16, 2007, 
Grande Prairie 
Inn 

Farm Women's Conference 
The 30th annual celebration of women in the rural Peace. 
As always the best part is meeting other Farm women.  
The speakers and topics range from “how to” hobbies, to 
personal development, to ways to farm better. Pick up a 
registration form and take a friend to Grande Prairie on 
November 15 & 16, 2007.  For more information call Cindy 
Cuthbert at 780-538-5287. 
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Great People = Growing Profit$ 
 

Agricultural producers and agri-processors know that finding and keeping 
great employees can be a huge challenge especially in a one-or two-person 
operation. The Learn Agri-Food Network is bringing to the Peace a half day 
results oriented workshop to acquire creative, practical and proven solutions 
that you can immediately use in your business.   
 
You Will Learn: 
• your real cost of employee turnover 
• how to increase profits using the "HR as a Profit 

Centre Model" 
• methods to attract great people 
• low cost/high impact methods to motivate your staff 

and keep them productive and happy 
• how other organizations are successfully dealing 

with workforce issues 
 
This workshop is open to anyone in the agriculture sector, its service 
industries and beyond. It is designed for owner/operator businesses and 
those with 1 to ten employees.  If there is sufficient interest we will look at 
holding the workshop in two locations in the Peace.  Call Sherry to express 
your interest and for information.  Check out the next LAF newsletter for 
workshop location, cost and other details. 


	Supporting agri-preneurs in sharing information with peers to build businesses of ag or rural based experiences, products and services.

	October/November 

	2007

	Learn Agri-Food Network
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